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Sudbury Valley Trustees

Conservation in Action

Dear SVT members,

At the outset of Fiscal 2019, we embarked on a new five-year strategic plan that charged us to
accelerate the pace of land protection, stewardship, and engagement. To succeed, we devoted more
time to helping our allies conserve and steward land, acting on the belief that we make a greater
impact when we work with others. During the year, we protected almost 300 acres of vulnerable
lands, we continued our efforts to steward our natural areas, and we enlisted people from across the

region to participate in this work.

Land Protection Highlights

Horse Meadows Knoll, Harvard. SVT helped the Harvard
Conservation Trust raise funds to purchase this 48-acre
ecological gem. SVT now holds a conservation restriction (CR)
on the property and will manage the trail that winds through this
beautiful landscape.

Elizabeth Brook Knoll, Boxborough. A state grant enabled the
Boxborough Conservation Trust to purchase this 15-acre
property that abuts Horse Meadows Knoll. SVT helped
with additional fundraising and now co-holds a CR with the
Boxborough Conservation Commission.

Municipal Partnersand CRs. When SVT is granted a CR on a
municipal-owned property, we can ensure that important
ecological features are protected forever. This year, the Town of
Bedford granted us CRs on Pickman Meadow and the Daughters
of St. Paul land, the Town of Sudbury finalized the CR we hold
on Landham-Brook Marsh, and the Town of Berlin granted us a
CR on the 75-acre Oberg Property on Mount Pisgah.
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BioBlitz & Discovery Days. In late spring, SVT and our partners in
Harvard, Littleton, and Boxborough led three Discovery Days where
amateur naturalists learned how to identify wildlife by sight and
sound. In June, we held a one-day BioBlitz, during which our volunteers
cataloged 346 species on conservation lands in the three towns.
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Smith Conservation Land, Littleton. With help from private donors,
SVT purchased the 48 acres of this stunning property that are located
in Littleton, while the Town of Harvard purchased the 12 acres on its
side of the town line. The Littleton Conservation Trust holds a CR over
the entire 60 acres.

Stewardship Highlights

Habitat Restoration. We quadrupled the size of the pollinator
meadow at Wolbach Farm in Sudbury, and we continued to
maintain our field habitats—including those at Greenways
Reservation in Wayland and Cedar Hill in Northborough—
where we foster native plant diversity and control invasive plants.

Leading a Collaboration. SVT is part of the SuAsCo CISMA
(Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area) partnership
that fights invasive species in the region. We place a priority on
collaborating with others, so when SuAsCo CISMA needed a
new sponsor organization, SVT stepped up to take on the role.

Nest Box Monitoring. The 58 nest boxes on our properties give
cavity-nesting birds a safe place to build their nests. In 2019, our
volunteer Nest Box Monitors counted 250 eggs and 94 fledglings.

Property Monitoring and CR Stewardship. As we do every year, SVT
visited all of our 91 reservations and 85 conservation restrictions
to make sure their ecological values are being maintained.



Conservation in Action

Outreach Highlights

Nature-Themed Programs. More than 1,000 people took part in an
SVT program, walking our trails, searching the skies for birds,
learning about pollinators, and painting scenic vistas.

Updated Trail Guide. With the help of volunteer writers, map
makers, and photographers, we updated our popular trail guide
with new trail descriptions, easier-to-read maps, and great
wildlife photographs.

Advocacy. Together with OARS (the regional organization that
advocates for the Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord Rivers), we
hosted our 3rd annual legislative breakfast that brings together

Our Mission

state legislators and local conservationists for productive
conversations. SVT also assisted the Town of Berlin’s successful
effort to pass the Community Preservation Act to raise funds for

conservation projects.

This work is made possible by the support of our more than
2,900 members and 200 volunteers and with the contributions
and efforts of our many partners. Thank you.
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Andrew Magee
President

SVT’s Region

Sudbury Valley Trustees works to protect natural areas and farmland for

wildlife and people in the 36 communities that surround the Sudbury,

Assabet, and Concord Rivers.

About Us

Founded in 1953, Sudbury Valley Trustees is supported today by a membership
of more than 2,900 households and businesses. Working in collaboration

with landowners, local conservation commissions, and government agencies,
SVT pursues its mission through land acquisition, stewardship, advocacy, and
education.

As of the conclusion of FY19, SVT owns, through gift and purchase, more
than 2,400 acres in 19 communities. In addition, SVT holds conservation
restrictions on more than 2,830 acres and has been instrumental in preserving
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several thousand acres now protected by public agencies. Altogether, SVT

is responsible for the protection and care of more than 5,230 acres on 176

properties, which include wetlands, sensitive habitats, and more than 65 miles

of trails.

Sudbury Valley Trustees, 18 Wolbach Road, Sudbury, MA 01776
Tel: 978-443-5588 « Fax: 978-443-2333 « svt@svtweb.org « www.svtweb.org
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Financial Overview

FY19 Financial Summary
(in thousands of dollars)

SVT is grateful for the generosity of its members who provided 59% of our operating revenue. These Revenue
contributions, as well as tight control of expenses, resulted in a surplus of $76,000 for Fiscal 2019. Member Support $809
In addition to this support of our behind-the-scenes work, over $220,000 was raised for land Grants 71
protection projects and over $100,000 for our stewardship endowments. Through your support, Corporate 16
as well as through contributions from foundations and grants, SVT was able to preserve 272 acres Fundraising Events 129
on eight properties in Fiscal 2019, and we assisted on the protection of an additional 23 acres. Earned Income 70
Our finance committee conservatively managed our investments, resulting in a $644,000 or Endowment Draw 226
6.05% return on our investments. Other 62
SVT will continue to manage its resources and contributions responsibly while pursuing its Total Revenue 1,383
mission to preserve and steward land. We welcome your financial questions and comments.
Expenses
Annual Operating Revenue and Expenses, 2014-2019 Personnel 891
1400 Non-Personnel 416
Il Revenue H Expenses Total Expenses 1,307
1200
Net Income $76
1000
200 FY19 Investments, Market Value
(in thousands of dollars)
600 Beginning Balance $10,865
200 Contributions/Other 531
Transfers/Use of Funds (782)
200 Unrealized/Realized Gains 644
Total Investments $11,258
0
2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Copies of the audited financial statements are available upon request.

Sources of Operating Revenue Expenses (From IRS Form 990)

Bl Member Support: 59% B Land Acquisition: 20%

B Grants: 5% M Other Land/River Protection: 22%
W Corporate: 1% B Stewardship: 24%
B Fundraising Events: 10% M Education/Advocacy: 5%
B Earned Income: 5% Bl Development/Membership: 19%
Endowment Draw: 16% Administration: 10%

Other: 4%

Committee Members rorryio

Benefit Bruce Osterling, Chair ~ Land Protection Marketing and Stewardship Wolbach Facilities
Helen Crary Chris Riley Paul Bakstran, Chair Outreach Whitney Beals Brian Clew
Margaret Estes Lisa Schimmel Sherrill Cline Rosemarie Comrie Rebecca Cutting Richard Dinjian
Ellie Johnson David Sette-Ducati Marylynn Gentry Neela de Zoysa Bill Fadden Bob May
Leora Mallach Ross Trimby Ruth Kennedy Sean Fair Richard Forman Bruce Osterling
Joan Pinkul Ted York Sudduth John Mastrobattista, Beth Gula William Sterling, Chair
Sonja Strong Governance Andy Magee Chair ' Michele Grzenda

Finance sherrill Cli Peter Martin Brett Peruzzi Tom McGowan

ernil -iine . David Moore Laura Spear Karin Paquin, Chair
Jay Atlas Molly Cutler, Chair . .
X Marvivin Gent Dick Perkins
Colin Anderson A acriy )’/\;\m entry Greg D. Peterson
Paul Bakstran n ly agge Morgan Wilson
Brian Clew Karin Paquin
Bob May Dick Perkins



Our Donors

We are grateful for the generosity of our more than 2,900 members, foundations, business sponsors, and in-kind contributors.

Listed below are those who made contributions between July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019. Due to space limitations, we are only

able to list donors of $250 and above. We extend sincere thanks to all of our contributors.
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Understanding Our Lands. To properly care for lands that we own, we must
understand the species that live on them. In Fiscal 2019, we initiated a botanical
inventory at the Smith Conservation Land in Littleton, and so far we have
counted more than 250 species of trees, shrubs, and other plants.
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Joseph Holmes

Ingrid and John Hotchkiss
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Susan Jacobs

Mr.and Mrs. Ronald F. Jewell

Rick and Louise Johnson
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Building Trails. Volunteers were key to our ability to open trails at Horse

Wild Birds Unlimited
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Meadows Knoll in Harvard, Wayside Forest in Framingham, Woodhaven Farmin
Carlisle, and Great Oak Farm and the Oberg Property (Mount Pisgah) in Berlin.
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Bark Rangers. Working with the
Town of Weston, we recruited
volunteer “Bark Rangers” to walk
local trails, engage with dog walkers,
and offer friendly guidance about
proper dog etiquette.
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Our Volunteers

SVT receives much-needed support from more than 200 volunteers

each year. Many of the volunteers who serve on our Board of Directors

and Committees (listed elsewhere in this report) also help out in

countless other ways. In addition to our Board and Committee

members, the following volunteers also recorded at least 20 hours of

work in support of SVT projects in FY19. We are grateful to them and

to all our volunteers for their commitment to conservation.

lvini Barbosa Lynn Joiner Dany Pelletier
John Beard Marilyn Kelber Joan Pinkul
Nancy Burke Susan Kurys Nitika Purohit
Ellen Byrne Michelle Lemettais Patrick Rockwell
Luke Ciamblone Susan Litowitz Rob St. Germain
Brad Conant Thomas Martin Marc Sevigny
Wendy Copes Tom Mead Patricia Shesgreen
Kirklan Doherty Chris Menge Kimball Simpson
Judith Eneguess Robin Merrill Chris Swain
Marjorie Fisher Minuteman Career and Joe Tyrrell
Debbie Gallagher Technical High School Jan Vanselow
Carole Hohl Lawrence Morris Michael Welles
Jane Joiner Richard Morse Mike Zaborowski

Robert Pease

We apologize for any errors or omissions and hope you will notify us of them.



