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How SVT Protects the Web of Life.

Take a Hike Join SVT’s BioBlitz

SVT’s 95th Conservation Area

On March 1, SVT welcomed Davnet
Conway as our new Executive Director.
Her first day at SVT coincided with the
date of our Annual Benefit, so we imme-
diately put Davnet to work by asking
her to introduce herself to the gathering.
This article is taken from her remarks.

Dear SVT Supporters, Partners,
and Friends:

I am so honored to be the Executive
Director of Sudbury Valley Trustees.

Like many of you, it was my very
early experiences in nature that inspired
a lifelong dedication to environmental conservation. My desire
to help protect natural spaces inspired me to pursue a bach-
elor’s degree in Environmental Science from SUNY Purchase
and a master’s degree in Oceanography from the University of
Connecticut.

Later, I also completed an additional master’s degree in
Organizational Leadership and Non-Profit Management.

For many years, I combined my two greatest passions by
promoting environmental advocacy through science-based edu-
cation. In 2006, I developed, directed, and taught at one of the
first nature-based preschools in the country—a school that will
celebrate its twentieth anniversary next year.

Over the course of my career, threats from climate change,
development, and pollution have made land conservation ever
more critical. So, in my quest to increase the scope of my envi-
ronmental impact, I was delighted by the opportunity to join SVT.

As I got to know this organization, the stories that shone
through were ones of an organization filled with dedicated and
skilled directors, staff, volunteers, members, and donors.

During my interviews, I asked the Board of Directors, “What
do you love about working with SVT?” and almost in unison,

there was a resounding “the people!”
That type of infectious enthusiasm
cannot be faked. And it told me the
story of a genuine and passionate
community that works together to
advance the mission.

SVT’s 2025-2029 Strategic Plan,
with its goal of protecting an additional
45,000 acres both through land acquisi-
tion and by assisting others’ projects,
told me the story of an organization
that puts the mission of land conserva-
tion first, by prioritizing a collaborative
rather than competitive mindset.

The Board and I also talked about the need to “democratize”
nature education, and this told me the story of an organization
dedicated to ensuring that access to nature is provided for all.

And on my very first visit to Wolbach Farm, I saw the chil-
dren of the Boston Outdoor Preschool Network gathered in a
circle in the snow, which told me the story of an organization
focused on providing ecological hope for the next generation.

I intentionally chose a strong organization that leads with
ecological integrity, so I could become a part of a dedicated
team within which I could expedite my own personal environ-
mental conservation impact. And not a moment too soon. Now
more than ever, your stories and support are critical to help us
continue to advance the mission of land conservation and keep
our landscape forever wild.

I invite you to reach out to me and to share your stories.
What is important to you? What memories do you have that
make the land we protect special to you? Tell me your stories
about what connects you to SVT, so that I can passionately
advocate for the land that you love.

You can contact Davnet at dconway@svtweb.org.

During her first week at SVT, Davnet Conway (center)
toured our Wolbach Farm headquarters with Dan
Stimson (Director of Land Management) and Laura
Mattei (Director of Conservation).
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Laura Mattei, Director of Conservation

Spring is always a busy time at SVT: We ramp up our efforts
to fight invasives, restore habitats, and prepare trails for hik-
ers; we plan new outings, programs, and volunteer projects;
and we participate in as many Earth Day festivals as possible.

This spring is especially busy. After years of planning, we
expect to conduct our second prescribed burn at Memorial
Forest in Sudbury, where we are working to rejuvenate
an important pitch pine-scrub oak barrens habitat. In response to the burn,
we expect to see increased wildlife activity and plenty of new, bright green
vegetation by mid-summer.

In early April, SVT is co-hosting a workshop to lay the groundwork for
protecting more local agricultural lands. Along with Massachusetts Department
of Agriculture, Land for Good, and American Farmland Trust, we are inviting
area farmers to learn how they can conserve their properties—and how they can
recruit a new generation of farmers to till the soil.

We are also planning our first-ever Spring Break Internship Program to
encourage teenagers to consider a career in conservation. During April vacation
week, five Framingham High School students will get hands-on experience in
trail maintenance, invasive plant control, and park planning, and they will hear
from conservation professionals about what it's like to work in this field.

Of course, the most exciting change is that we have welcomed Davnet
Conway as our new Executive Director. Since Davnet's arrival, there is a new
buzz in the SVT offices. She is infusing the organization with fresh ideas,
renewed energy, and inspired leadership. The Board and Staff are looking
forward to working with her, and we anticipate that SVT will enjoy many
successes under her guidance. We hope many of you also get to meet her in the
coming months. We know you'll be as impressed as we are.

Happy Spring.

NATURE SIGHTINGS

This beautiful eastern towhee was photographed
by Dan Trippe at Assabet River National Wildlife
Refuge in Sudbury. As a shrubland and early
successional forest species, the eastern towhee
thrives in habitats like pitch pine-scrub oak
barrens, which can be found nearby at SVT's
Memorial Forest conservation area.

SVT supports the eastern towhee and other
species at Memorial Forest by removing invasive
plants and planning prescribed burns to ensure
the continued health of the crucial barrens
ecosystem. Fun fact: The eastern towhee is known
for its distinctive "drink-your-tea" song!

I N S I D E S V TBoard of Directors
Paul Bakstran, Berlin, President
Molly Cutler, Harvard, Vice President
Lisa Schimmel, Wayland, Treasurer
Peter Martin, Northborough, Clerk
Sherrill Cline, Sudbury
Steven Correia, Wayland
Rebecca Cutting, Sudbury
Sean Fair, Wayland
Ruth Kennedy Sudduth, Stow
Eric Klein, Holliston
John Mastrobattista, Framingham
Harry Newell, Maynard
Karin Paquin, Marlborough
Richard Perkins, Stow
Loring Schwarz, Sudbury
Jim Valone, Wayland

Staff
Davnet Conway, Executive Director
Dana Baxter, Assistant Director of Development
Sally Purrington Hild, Engagement and Events
Manager
Meredith Houghton, Senior Land Protection
Specialist
Cecil Hynds-Riddle, Director of Development
Jane Maloney, Land Steward
Laura Mattei, Director of Conservation
Kristin O’Brien, Conservation Restriction
Manager
Brandon Parker, Property Maintenance Manager
Mike Perrin, Conservation Associate
Deborah Sargent, Communications Manager
Tony Scibelli, Land Protection Specialist
Dan Stimson, Director of Land Management
Michelle Soares Vanslette, Director of Finance
& Administration

The Wren
Jason Fairchild, Truesdale Group, Designer

Sudbury Valley Trustees
18 Wolbach Road
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@sudbury_valley_trustees
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SVT is committed to being an equitable
and inclusive organization that works in
partnership with the full diversity of
people in the region to ensure everyone
feels welcome to enjoy local natural
areas and participate in the efforts to
care for these lands.
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Land Protection Updates
Town Forest Project, Ashland. In January, with assis-
tance from SVT, the Town of Ashland acquired a
53-acre property that is rich with healthy wildlife habi-
tats, protects important water resources, and includes
trails for public use. The property has been added to
the adjacent Ashland Town Forest, which together with
SVT’s Cowassock Woods Conservation Area now spans
more than 700 acres on the Ashland-Framingham line.

SVT is raising $274,565 for the project and will hold
a conservation restriction (CR) on the land. Please
donate to help us permanently protect this important
natural area. www.svtweb.org/ashland

Ellis-Walker, Westborough. By June 30, the Town of
Westborough expects to purchase these 34 acres of
open meadow, forest, and wetlands on Bowman Street.
The property sits in an extensive corridor of open
space that protects important water resources and fea-
tures hiking trails for area residents.

SVT expects to hold the CR and has agreed to raise
$228,665 for the project. Please donate and help us
conserve this healthy land. www.svtweb.org/walker

Moritz Forest, Acton. The Town of Acton is purchas-
ing the 33-acre Moritz Forest in the eastern part of
town and will grant a CR on the land to SVT. Part of an
open space complex within the Nashoba Brook cor-
ridor, the property is adjacent to both the Town-owned
Wetherbee Conservation Land and the popular Bruce
Freeman Rail Trail. We expect the project to be com-
pleted by early June. www.svtweb.org/moritz

SVT's 95th Conservation Area
SVT is celebrating a new conservation area: a 10.7-acre
parcel along Harvard Road in Stow, which we acquired
in mid-February. With mature upland forest and scenic
wetlands, the land provides habitat for a variety of native
plants and animals.

Our new Harvard Road Conservation Area expands
a corridor of protected wildlife habitat that includes the
Commonwealth’s Delaney Wildlife Management Area
and other conserved lands owned by the Commonwealth
and the Town of Stow.

SVT thanks the previous owners, the Higgins Family,
for their cooperation on the project, and also the Town of
Stow for its tremendous assistance. We are delighted that
this wonderful habitat is now permanently protected!

Ashland Town Forest Expansion

At our Annual Benefit on March 1, nearly 250 guests welcomed Davnet Conway as our
new Executive Director and also helped us exceed our fundraising goal.

Thank you to everyone who made the evening a success, including our emcee, Joyce
Kulhawik (Emmy Award-winning Arts & Entertainment journalist, JoycesChoices.com);
our Corporate Sponsors: D.R.M. Design Build, Inc., The Village Bank, AAFCPAs,
Middlesex Savings Bank, Longfellow Health Clubs, and venx; those who donated items
to our Silent and Online Auctions; and all those who attended the event, placed bids, or
made donations. Your support makes our work possible.

To see photos by Lisa West Photography, visit www.svtweb.org/benefit25.

N EWS & U P DAT E S

Worcester-Based Foundation
Supports SVT Volunteer Program
The Greater Worcester Community Foundation has
awarded a $20,000 grant to SVT to help us strengthen
our volunteer program. This funding will help us
improve our volunteer recruitment, training, and recog-
nition in order to engage new people and new groups,
especially those who live in the western portion of our
region. We also hope to inspire more younger residents
to become involved so we can ensure the first-class
stewardship of our lands far into the future.

Volunteers are essential to SVT’s success, and we are
grateful to the GWCF for this support. To learn more
about volunteering, visit www.svtweb.org/volunteer.
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How SVT Protects the Web of Life.

Protecting
Land &
Wildlife

Inspiring
People

Protecting
& Restoring
Habitats

Our Cocktails & Constellations Annual Benefit (see page 3) celebrated the
interconnectedness of nature. Much like the constellations in the night sky, the web of life on
Earth is also interconnected: Each star and each species is an important and essential part of
the whole. Let just one of them disappear, and the resulting gap will alter the entire system.

SVT’s success at protecting land and restoring habitats directly supports the web of life in
the region around the Sudbury, Assabet, and Concord Rivers. Our local efforts have a ripple
effect that spreads outward and plays a part in global conservation.

Urbanization and climate change are a major threat to both
insects and birds. Insect populations have declined by
about 45% worldwide in just the last 40 years, and wild bird
populations in the continental U.S. and Canada have declined
by almost 30% since 1970.

SVT is working hard to reverse such trends. By conserving
healthy lands with native trees, shrubs, grasses, and
wildflowers, we are protecting the rich diversity of habitats
needed by pollinators, birds, and all wildlife.

At Smith
Conservation
Land in
Littleton,
we have
cleared a
stand of non-
native red pine and European
tamarack trees, and we are
smothering and removing
invasive Asian bittersweet
that has spread across 22 of
the 54 acres. Over time, we
expect the area to become
reforested with native plants
like hickory and sugar maple
trees, maple-leaf viburnum
shrubs, and wildflowers
like wild columbine, striped
wintergreen, and white aster.

Once SVT protects a
natural area, we create
a plan for managing the
habitats so they can
continue to support our
native wildlife. We may
mow to maintain a healthy
field habitat, pull out
invasive plants that are
crowding
out native
species, or
add plantings
to strengthen
an eroded
stream bank.

By the time you read this, we may have conducted
a prescribed burn over 65 acres in the Desert
Natural Area of Sudbury and Marlborough to
restore a unique habitat—pitch pine-scrub
oak barrens—that supports multiple rare and
declining species of wildlife. In preparation for the
burn, SVT and the City of Marlborough cleared
trees from the area
and mowed the
understory. We also
held a prescribed
burn in 2014, which
quickly showed
signs of regrowth.

With their delightful
songs and their
colorful feathers,
wild birds are a
source of joy for
many people. Birds
are also important
in our ecosystem,
where they feed on
insects, fish, and other animals, and in
turn are a food source for larger birds,
reptiles, and mammals.

SVT
protects
the forests,
fields, and
wetlands
that are
the basis
of the web
of life. Each native plant provides
habitat and food for a unique
combination of animals, and each
of those animals fills a special niche
in nature’s food chain.

Insects are by
far the most
varied and
abundant
animals in the
world, and they
are essential
for the proper

functioning of all ecosystems—
as food for other creatures, as
pollinators, and as recyclers of
nutrients.
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How You Can
Support the
Web of Life

Inspiring
People

SVT must inspire lots
of people to learn
about, enjoy, and
support the web of
life. The long-term
prospects for our
natural areas depend
upon it.

We love
working on
the land, but
we also love
connecting
with people.
It is deeply
satisfying
when a child
at one of our
programs
gasps at the sight of a large
mushroom, or when a volunteer
learns to identify an invasive
species and can begin removing
plants without supervision.

SVT has always offered group
walks and classroom sessions
that focus on native plants and
animals. Now, to engage with
people who appreciate nature
for different reasons, we are
adding new programs such as
container gardening programs,
yoga hikes,
and grief

walks. We are
also addingmore
family programs
to inspire children
to develop a
lifelong love of
nature.

Attend an
Earth Day
festival.
You’ll meet
vendors
who provide compost bins,
offer recycling services, or make
products out of organic materials.

Buy local,
organic
produce.
Small farms
tend to
use fewer
pesticides, so they
provide better habitat
opportunities for
insects, birds, and other
wildlife. Buying local
also eliminates the
environmental costs of
shipping produce over
long distances.

Create wildlife
habitat in your
own yard.
Plant native
wildflowers,
grasses, and
shrubs to
support native pollinators and birds.
If every yard has native plants, we can
create a network of habitat that runs
throughout the region. (See the website
homegrownnationalpark.org for ideas.)

Leave parts of your yard a little messy.
Some important pollinating bees find
nesting habitat in ground clutter. If you
provide habitat for them, they’ll create
a better garden for you. In the fall, don’t
rake up all the leaves or cut back all your
flower stalks. In
the spring, wait
until late May to
do your garden
cleanup for the
summer.

Remove invasive plants from
your yard (or neighborhood!).
Sign up for an SVT Weed Warrior

Invasive Pull to learn
how to recognize and
remove garlic mustard
(pictured), glossy
buckthorn, and other
invasives.

5�ank you to all the photographers who contribute photos to our Nature Sightings web page.
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SVT’s Weed Warrior program has been
a big success since we launched it
early in the Covid pandemic. At a
time when volunteers were hesitant
to gather in large groups, we certi-
fied them to work independently to
remove non-native invasive plants from
our conservation lands. Dozens of volunteers have taken
the training , and we have shared the program with con-
servation groups in 12 communities in our region.

In the last couple of years, SVT has expanded the
program to include group outings, where staff members
and volunteers work together to pull invasives. But a few
certified Weed Warriors continue to work independently.

Craig Smith is one such Weed Warrior. In his 20-plus
years as an SVT volunteer, Craig has contributed to
an impressive list of projects: database development,
vernal pool monitoring , invasive plant mapping and
removal, boundary marking , and trail maintenance. He
also regularly contributes wildlife photographs to our
Nature Sightings web page, and he received our Morgan
Volunteer of the Year Award in 2008 for his extraordi-
nary support of SVT.

One of the first Weed Warriors we certified, Craig reg-
ularly works at Memorial Forest and the Desert Natural
Area on the Sudbury-Marlborough line. He explained
that he works about 4 hours each month from May
through early October—the time when it is most practi-
cal to remove invasives.

Craig pulls or digs up glossy buckthorn (often removing
50 to 100 plants per visit) and then discards the plants
“by hanging them from a tree branch or laying them

across a log or tree stump so that the roots cannot touch
the ground and will dry out.”

“Craig’s work is extremely important to our habitat-
management efforts at Memorial Forest,” said Jane
Maloney, SVT’s Land Steward who oversees our Weed
Warrior volunteers. “By removing invasive glossy buck-
thorn, Craig prevents it from spreading and crowding out
the important pitch pine-scrub oak barrens that we are
trying to restore in this conservation area.”

When asked what inspires him to do this work, Craig
explained, “I have always been interested in the environ-
ment and enjoy spending time in natural areas. I was
interested in working on the Weed Warrior program, and
certification makes it easier to get things done. I enjoy
visiting natural areas and doing useful work to improve
the landscape.”

Craig also credited Laura Mattei, SVT’s Director of
Conservation, with encouraging and inspiring much of
the work he has done for SVT. “I really value Craig’s
dedication,” said Laura. “Volunteers like Craig are the
backbone of SVT, because their commitment to nature
expands the capacity of the staff to manage our lands.
Craig is one of those very dependable volunteers who we
can count on to get the job done.”

Interested in volunteering as a Weed Warrior? Sign up
for one of our Weed Warrior Invasive Pulls this spring.
www.svtweb.org/calendar.

Spotlight On. . . a Weed Warrior

Craig Smith (front right) attended Weed Warrior training in 2020,
when volunteers were careful to wear face masks and keep their
distance as they learned the best methods for removing and
disposing of invasive plants.

"I have taken so many photos it is hard to come up with a list of
favorites" says Craig, "but in general the ones I like the best are
photos of birds and dragonflies, especially ones that catch a lot
of detail in the subject." Here are three of the images Craig has
contributed to SVT's Nature Sightings web page over the years.
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Take a Hike: Baiting Brook-Welch
Baiting Brook-Welch offers a visual delight
as you travel along its trails, which run
through an interior forest, along active
agricultural lands, and over the babbling
Baiting Brook. The trails, which create links
between portions of Callahan State Park, offer
both short and long hiking opportunities.

The Bay Circuit Trail meanders through the
property and links with additional opportunities
stretching throughout eastern Massachusetts.

Directions and trail map: www.svtweb.org/bbw

Join SVT’s BioBlitz

Here’s your chance to be part of an important SVT
project—the cataloging of bird, plant, and insect species
at our Smith Conservation Land. Known as a BioBlitz,
this project will help us assess the impact of our habitat-
restoration efforts at this wonderful conservation area
on the Littleton-Harvard line.

For the past several years, SVT has been removing
non-native trees and invasive plants from Smith in order
to restore the native vegetation and natural systems. To
measure our effectiveness, we need to first conduct a
BioBlitz to identify which species are on the land now,
and then conduct additional surveys in the future to see
if there are any changes.

We are seeking volunteers to participate in one or
more BioBlitz events this spring (and we hope some will
also participate during the entire growing season):

• Bird BioBlitz, Tuesday, May 13, 7:00 – 9:00 a.m.
• Plant BioBlitz, Saturday, May 17, 10:00 a.m. – Noon
• Insect BioBlitz, Saturday, June 14, 10:00 a.m. – Noon

Participants will walk the land, take photos with their
cellphones, and upload the images to the iNaturalist app.
You don't need to know the names of any species: the
SVT staff and iNaturalist will handle the identification.

Please register through our online Program Calendar,
where we also link to more information about using
iNaturalist. www.svtweb.org/calendar

All Persons’ Trail at Wolbach
Exciting News! Visitors to Wolbach Farm in Sudbury this
summer will find a buzz of activity as we begin installing
our first-ever All Persons’ Trail on an SVT property.

In Phase 1, we will add an ADA-compatible trail
and new picnic areas to our lawn so people who rely on
wheelchairs, walkers, or strollers can more easily enjoy
this beautiful landscape. In Phase 2, we will create a new
All Persons’ surface on part of the Lewis Trail so more
visitors can follow the path into the woods and experi-
ence the solace of nature.

We are eager to welcome everyone to use the trail.
Keep an eye on our monthly e-newsletter for updates.

Just like the constellations in the sky, everything in
nature is interconnected—from the smallest insects to
the towering trees. Each element plays a role in main-
taining the balance that supports wildlife, plants, and
healthy ecosystems.

SVT works tirelessly to protect this delicate web by
caring for over 6,000 acres of land, including critical
habitats for pollinators and native species. We have also
protected more than 70 miles of trails that help everyone
in our region connect with nature.

This Earth Day, your donation to SVT will help pro-
tect the intricate web of life that sustains our world. Your
commitment benefits everything from local wildflow-
ers to clean water, and it ensures that even the smallest
creatures, like insects, can thrive. You will be part of a
broader conservation effort that impacts not only our
region but the larger environmental health of the planet.
Thank you for your support. www.svtweb.org/Wren
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Celebrate Earth Day:
Strengthen the Web of Life
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18 WOLBACH ROAD
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Spring Events at SVT
Join SVT as we celebrate and care for the Earth
during Earth Week!

Earth Week Programs
Earth Day Walk at Forty Caves, Berlin
Tuesday, April 22, 2:00 p.m.

Family Nature Walk in Japanese, Wayland
Sunday, April 27, 10:00 a.m.

Earth Week Volunteer Projects
Invasives Pull at Smith Conservation Land, Littleton
Tuesday, April 22, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Garlic Mustard Pulls at Cowassock Woods, Framingham
Friday, April 25, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Saturday, April 26, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Springtime Community Events
SVT is seeking volunteers to help staff our tables at these festivals:

Framingham Earth Day Festival, Saturday, April 26
Carlisle Route to Sustainability Day, Sunday, April 27
Ashland Earth Day Festival, Saturday, May 10
Sudbury Locally Grown Market & Fair, Saturday, May 31

All Programs and Volunteer Projects require registration. Space is limited! Sign Up Today.
www.svtweb.org/calendar

Weed Warrior “Drop In” Invasive Pulls
SVT has planned a series of invasive pulls
at our Smith Conservation Land and
Wolbach Farm properties. We invite
everyone to drop in at any time during
these 5-hour windows to help out
for as long as you can. No experience
necessary! We’ll send a map of each
week’s work location to those who
register.

Smith Conservation Land, Littleton
Wednesday, May 14, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 21, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 28, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 4, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Wolbach Farm, Sudbury
�ursday, May 15, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
�ursday, May 22, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
�ursday, May 29, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
�ursday, June 5, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

We will also lead some 2-hour Weed Warrior
Invasive Pulls at SVT properties this spring. Check
www.svtweb.org/calendar for details.

ALSO:Meet SVT’s New Executive Director, see page 1

See page 4

SVT and the Web of Life
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